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REFLECTIONS, &c. 


NEED not inform you, my coun- 
I trymen, what indefatigable pains 
have been taken by the enemies of Go- 
vernment to inflame your minds againſt 
the preſent Adminiſtration, by giving a 
ſpecious colour to the moſt daring and 


bare-faced rebellion ever recorded in 


hiſtory. Among many other calumnies, 
it has been confidently aſſerted, that the | 


ſending over our India Company's tea to 


B America 


3 


America was a wicked manceuvre of 
the miniſtry, in order to pick a quarrel 


with the poor harmleſs Coloniſts. Now, 


I believe, it will ſcarce be diſputed by 
thoſe who will ſuffer their paſſions and 


prejudices to yield to the evidence of in- 


conteſtable facts, that this is ſo far from 


the real ſtate of the caſe, that nothing 


was ever more ardently wiſhed for by 
the Americans than to find ſome plauſi- 
ble pretext of ſhewing their contempt'of 
the Britiſh Legiſlature, and eſtabliſhing 
that independency which they had been 
ſo long aiming at. Had they no ſuch 
thing in view, how could the ſending of 
that tea, ſuppoſing it were ever ſo ill timed, 

have 
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| W 
have affected their property? Could they 
not have ſuffered it to be quietly landed, 
and left it to rot in the warehouſes, ſince 
no one was compelled to buy a ſingle 
ounce? How vaſt an effuſion of blood 
and treaſure might have been ſaved by ſo 
eaſy an expedient! But neither this, nor 
the offer of ſome well-meaning perſons 
in Boſton of making the damage good, 
would have anſwered the purpoſe of thoſe 
who had nothing elſe in view but to 
gratify their own avarice and ambition. 
The principal ringleader of the preſent 
troubles, now Preſident of the Conti- 
nental Congreſs, was one of the moſt 
_ notorious ſmugglers in North America 
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64) 
whereby he had amaſſed a large fortune, 
It is now well known, that at the very 
time when he hired ſome of the lawleſs 
rabble, under the diſguiſe of wild In- 
dians, to deſtroy that tea, it was not fo 
much on account of the duty at three. 
pence per pound, but becauſe he had 
juſt imported a cargo of the ſame com- 


mcdity, for which he had reſolved to 
pay no duty at all; and if the former 


had been landed and ſold, it would 


have interfered with his intereſt, by 


diffuſing the profits of a trade among 


thouſands, which, by his artful ma- 


nagement, under the cloak of patriotiſm, 
was confined to himſelf, and ſome of 


his 


13 


his brethren in the ſame iniquitous prac- 
tice. In ſhort, the clamour now 115 
by the Americans is not ſo much fo 
the ſecurity of their property as for 
the uncontrouled liberty of ſmuggling, 
and inſulting the King's officers in the 
execution of their duty. Hence all the 
outrageous proceedings which have ſince 
followed, and their avowedly ſetting at 
nought the royal authority, not only in 
this but numberleſs other inſtances. 


I can with the ſtricteſt truth aver, 


from my perſonal acquaintance with 


the Americans . for upwards of forty 


years, that I ſcarce remember a {ſingle 


inſtance among the lower rank of peo- 
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ple where they did not ſpeak the lan- 


guage of rebellion, which had been 
taught them from their infancy; though 
it muſt be owned that this remark is 
moſt applicable to the four provinces of 
New England, particularly Maſſachuſets 
Bay, which is by far the moſt conſi- 


derable, and whoſe inhabitants have 
been ſo inſtrumental in perverting the 
other colonies to the Southward, where 
ſome ſparks of loyalty ſtill remained. 
Every body knows that they have an 
inveterate hatred to our conſtitution 
both in church and ſtate, and would, 
if poſſible, build their darling Common- 
wealth on the ruins of both. The prin- 
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ciples they ſuck in with milk naturally 
lead to rebellion, and our annals of paſt 
times, compared with the preſent, may 
convince us what enthuſiaſts and fana- 
tics are capable of, when their motions 
are directed by a junto of artful hypo- 
crites, who cover their deep deſigns 
under the cloak of religion and patri- 
otiſm, and whilſt they pretend, in the 
canting ſtyle of the laſt century, to 
exalt the dominion of king Jeſus, have 
nothing really at heart but to erect their 
own. We have lived to ſee the fatal 
effects of truſting power in the hands 
of ſuch people. Indeed, the encroach- 


ments which this colony had made on 
B 4 the 


Le $44 


the royal prerogative and authority of 


Parliament, were fo glaring at the time 


of the revolution, that king William 
found it abſolutely neceſſary to annul 


their old charter, and to grant them a 


new one. It now too plainly appears, 


that they had no ſooner received this 
laſt charter, than they reſolved to break 


it. It is therein expreſsly declared, that 


* 


the appointment of a Governor, Lieute- 


nant-governor, Secretary, and all the 


officers of the Admiralty, ſhall be veſted 


in the crown; that the power of the 


militia ſhall be wholly in the hands of 


the Governor, as Captain-general ; that 
all Judges, Juſtices, and Sheriffs, to 


whom 
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whom the execution of the laws is en- 


truſted, are to be nominated by the Go- 


vernor, with the advice of the Council; 
and that he ſhall have a negative, on the 
choice of the members whereof it is 
compoſed, peremptory and unlimited, 


and is not obliged to give a reaſon for 


what he does in this particular, or re- 


ſtrained to any number; that all laws 
inſtituted by the General Aſſembly, are 
to be ſent to the Court of England, for 
the royal approbation ; and that no acts 
of government whatſoever ſhall be valid, 
without the Governor's conſent in 
writing. 


Would 
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Would not any man think, that by 
theſe reſervations the prerogative of the 


crown, and dependency of that colony 
are effectually ſecured? Yet we find 


that the Lords Commiſſioners of Trade 
and Plantations, in their repreſentation to 
Houſe of Commons, ſo far back as the 
year 1732, complain, that, notwith- 
ſtanding the power ſeems to be divided 
between the King and people, the latter 
had much the greater ſhare, as they did 
not only chooſe the aſſembly of repreſen- 
tatives, but this aſſembly choſe the 
Council, which was intended as a check 
on them, and the Governor wholly 


depended on the former for his annual 


2 ſupport, 


C.J 
fapport, which frequently laid him un- 
der the temptation of giving up the pre- 
rogative of the Crown, and the intereſt 
of Great Britain : That, though this 
colony, as well as others, ought to 
tranſmit home authentic copies of the 
ſeveral acts paſſed by them, yet they 


often neglect it, and paſs temporary 
laws, which have their full effect be- 


fore the Government can have due no- 
tice of them, and if not repealed within 


three years after their being preſented, 


they are not repealable by the Crown 


after that time. 
Such was the ſtate of this colony about 


forty years ago; and as the conſequence 
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of its encroachments might have been 


then eaſily foreſeen, ſo it muſt appear 


very aſtoniſhing, that meaſures were 


not immediately taken to prevent thar 
refractory people from gathering ſuch 


ſtrength, as to enable them to ſet the 


whole Britiſh. empire at open defiance. - 


The ſteps which have fince been taken 


to bring them to a ſenſe of their duty 


have hitherto proved ineffectual, and, 


inſtead of cloſing, only ſerved to widen 
the breach. Their Aſſembly, which, 
like our Houſe of Commons, repre- 


ſented the people, and conſequently 


could be but one branch of their Legiſ- 


lature, aſſumed to themſelves, long be- 
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fore the preſent rupture, - an abſolute 
right of chooſing the Council, (which, 
in ſome reſpect, repreſented our Houſe 
of Lords) out of ſuch perſons as were 
always ready to pay an implicit obedience 
to their commands, They not only 
claimed a right to this, but alſo of ap- 
pointing, at their own will and pleaſure, 


all officers, civil and military, and as to 


the Governor, who repreſented the 
King, and had by law a negative on all 


their proceedings, nothing can be more 
notorious than that they treated him as 


a mere cypher ; and if he preſumed to 


follow the royal inſtructions, and did 


not tamely ſubmit to their unreaſonable 


a 


demands, 


( 14) 
demands, that they would not pay him 
one farthing ſalary. At length they 
have quite thrown off the maſk, and 
the world is now. ſufficiently convinced, 
that all their humble petitions and re- 
monſtrances, and pretended terms of 
reconciliation, were only to gain time, 
in order to collect their whole ſtrength, 
and to maintain, by force of arms, that 
republican ſcheme, which had been 
forming from their firſt ſettlement, Thus 
the whole ſovereign. power, both legiſ- 
lative and executive, is now aſſumed by 
the repreſentatives of that people, and 
exerciſed with a deſpotiſm unknown to 


our fore-fathers, The numberleſs acts 
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of injuſtice and oppreſſion committed 


by them, or by the populace at their 


inſtigation, "ſufficiently confirm Ariſto- 
'tle's' remark, that no form of govern- 
ment is ſo much to be dreaded as the 


Democratical, eſpecially when a few 


- artful incendiaries know how to work 


up the paſſions of a furious unthinking 


- multitude to their own dark purpoſes. 


The fame ſpirit of licentiouſneſs which 


- prompted the turbulent Athenians to 


put Socrates to death, and to baniſh 


Ariſtides, ſurnamed the Juſt, has incited 
our American rabble to harraſs and per- 


ſecute all ſuch as thought it their moſt 
indiſpenſable duty, next to that of 


fearing 


6) 


fearing God, to honour and obey his 


Vicegerent, and thoſe in authority under 
him. We now ſee the old game played 
over again. Faſting, long ſermons, and 
extempore prayers, go hand in hand 
with robbery, murder, perjury, and 
ſacrilege, not much unlike the proceed- 
ings of the ſame ſort of ſaints in 
the laſt century; though it muſt be 
owned that tarring and feathering, 
ſeizing the eſtates, and baniſhing the 
perſons of thoſe who deſired to live qui- 
etly, and even forcing them to take up 
arms, againſt their avowed principles, 
were not then in faſhion, 

Is there a man in England, not blind- 
ed with party rage, who will dare to 


aſſert, 
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aſſert, that a government, thus new mo- 
delled, is conſiſtent with the Britiſh con- 
ſtitution, or that liberty we ſo juſtly 
boaſt of ? With what face can their up- 
ſtart Congreſſes complain of mutilated 
charters, which we find they pay as 
little regard to as they do to acts of 
Parliament? Mr. Penn was plain enough 
to tell the Lords ſo on his late examina- 
tion. 

It would ſeem incredible, were we 
not convinced by ſo many glaring facts, 
that this ſingle colony ſhould have the 
addreſs to taint, with its own rebellious 
ocindples; not only the three adjoining 
colonies, which were always ready 


C enough 


I 


enough to aſſert their claim to indepen- 
dency, but alſo the other eight to the 
Southward, which had hitherto acknow- 
ledged a ſubordination due to the parent 
ſtate, and in every one of which the 
people of New England were generally 
held in contempt and deriſion, as a pack 
of bigots, or notorious hypocrites and 
cheats, and where their paper currency, 
which is now made to circulate in pay- 
ment, hike our bank bills, would not 
have paſſed for a farthing. How ftrange- 


ly are times altered ſince Cromwell's 


uſurpation, eſpecially in the colony of 


Virginia, which then conſiſted all of 
 Royaliſts, ſo reſolute in ſupport of their 


lawful 
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lawful Sovereign, that he found it ne- 
ceſſary to ſubdue them by force, but 19 
now governed by none but Republicans, 
who have joined the very fame kind of 
fanatics to ſubvert that conſtitution, for 
which they once ſo bravely riſqued their 
lives and fortunes! But this change, 
aſtoniſhing as it is, may be eafily ac- 
counted for, when we conſider how 


much the luſt of power 1s implanted in 


human nature; how prone the unreflect- 


ing populace are to throw off all legal 


reſtraints, and by what artifices they are 
ſeduced to commit the moſt enormous 


exceſſes, under the ſpecious pretence of 
Liberty, 
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It will not be foreign to our preſent 
ſubject to take ſome notice here of the 
heavy charge brought againſt Governor 
Hutchinſon by the aſſembly of Maſſa- 
chuſets Bay, to wit, that he attempted 
to introduce the epiſcopate among them. 
For my own part, I can ſcarce believe 
that one ſo well acquainted with the tem- 
per of that people ever entertained ſuch 
an idea. Was it poſſible he could be 
ignorant that they retained the ſame in- 
veterate hatred to the eſtabliſhed Church, 
and its whole hierarchy, as their fore- 
fathers brought with them out of Eng- 
land? Suppoſing he could have carried 
his point, the firſt proteſtant Biſhop 


would, 


13 


would, in all probability, have fallen a 


victim to their furious bigotry, or at 
leaſt been treated with far leſs lenity than 
the popiſh biſhop of Canada, where, 
one would be apt to think, from many 
ſtriking circumſtances, that the good old 
cauſe, and that of the Catholics, as they 
ſtyle themſelves, are much more nearly 
connected than many ſeem willing to 
believe. In the late war our New Eng- 
land Saints never mentioned the Cana- 
dians, but as a parcel of idolatrous pa- 
piſts ; but now, it ſeems, they are be- 
come their deareſt brethren, and addreſ- 
ſed in the moſt affectionate terms, in 
hopes, no doubt, that they might be in- 

C 3 duced 


„ 
duced to join in the rebellion; and, not- 
withſtanding the horrid outery we hear 
about ſlavery and popery, they could not 


take a more effectual method than they 


have done to introduce both. 


As we are now upon the topic of Re- 


ligion, though the point I am going to 


ſpeak of may ſeem to modern Stateſmen 


of as little conſequence as it did to thoſe 
of ” reigns, it will, I am perſuaded, 
be readily granted by every friend to our 
preſent conſtitution, that it would have 
been happy for this nation, and for Ame- 
rica too, had epiſcopacy been introduced 
into thoſe colonies at leaſt where the 


Church had been already eſtabliſhed by 


law, 


. r 
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law. This had been ardently wiſhed for 


by its ſincere members, and often attempt- 
ed, but always met with ſome obſtacle, 
owing to the falſe politics of thoſe in pow- 


er, who ſeemed to think that ſuch a ſtep 


would render the colonies leſs dependent 


on the mother country ; whereas we find, 


by ſad experience, that the little regard 


they paid to a requeſt ſo reaſonable has, 
in great meaſure, contributed to the pre- 
ſent general defection. It is no ſecret, 
that every ſe& in that extenſive conti- 
nent is an united corps, whoſe motions 
are intirely directed by leaders of their 
own chooſing; and, though mortally 
hating each other, yet, when it ſuits their 

C4 intereſt, 
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intereſt, that all are ready to join toge- 
ther in attacking the Church, How ea- 
ſily might it have been foreſeen, that a 
period might come when ſuch an union 
would render them formidable, and in 
procels of time ſuperior to all oppoſition! 
Our Church, on the contrary, having 
no one among them to exerciſe the whole 
paſtoral office, may be truly compared to 
a flock of ſheep without a ſhepherd, ſcat- 
tered about, and too often expoſed to the 
dangerous guidance of a few careleſs hire- 


lings, or of ſuch as have no miſſion at all, 


but a pretended one from Heaven. No- 


thing can ſet the want of ſuch a paſtor 
in a ſtronger light than the hardſhips at- 


tending 
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tending ſuch American youth as have 
qualified themſelves for holy orders, 
to obtain which they were under 
the neceſſity of taking a voyage of 
three or four thouſand miles, at great 
expence, and hazard of their lives. 
Thus, by our miniſtry negleCting the 
friends, and careſſing the enemies of Go- 
vernment,while every ſect is daily gather- 
ing ſtrength from our weakneſs, the only 
body of men who have been ever diſtin- 
guiſhed for their loyalty and ſubmiſſion 
to legal authority, and by their united 
efforts might have ſtemmed the torrent, 
which now carries all before it, having 


met with ſo little countenance and protec- 


tion 
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tion from hence, are become ſo inconſide- 
rable, that it is much to be doubted whe- 
ther our Church would not long ſince have 
loſt its exiſtence in that part of the 
world, were it not for the pious endea- 
vours of the Society for propagating the 
Goſpel. How long its ſhattered remains 
may be ſuffered to exiſt God only knows, 
but, if any certain inference may be 
drawn from paſt events, it requires no 
great penetration to foreſee, that the con- 
ſtitution muſt ſtand or fall with it 
in America, as it formerly did in Eng- 
| has, 


How very low that Church, ſo juſtly 
ſtyled by Grocius the Glory of the Re- 


formation, 
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„ 
formation, is now fallen in thoſe parts of 
the world, and to what an height of in- 
ſolence its enemies are riſen, let the fol- 
lowing inſtance teſtify. We were lately 
favoured with the copy of a paſtoral let- 
ter, ſent from the Synod of New York to 
that of Virginia, Of what ſort of gentry 
this venerable Synod conſiſted may be 
ealily gueſſed at. That men of ſuch prin- 
ciples, having the ſecular arm on their 
ſide, and a military power to inforce 
their injunctions, ſhould dare to fit and 
act in a public capacity, by their own 
authority, is not much to be wondered 
at; but that they ſhould dare to ſend let- 
ters of this ſort from ſuch a place as New 


York, 
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Vork, where the Church made no incon- 
ſiderable figure, to ſuch a colony as Vir- 
ginia, where it had been long eſtabliſhed 
by law, and had a regular beneficed Cler- 
gy, muſt appear no leſs aſtoniſhing than 
alarming. Thoſe who judge of things 
from their own deep-rooted prejudices, 
will have this letter to breathe the genu- 
ine ſpirit of Chriſtianity ; but to every one 
who will make uſe of his reaſon, it will, 
I am confident, breathe nothing elſe but 
the true ſpirit of fanaticiſm and rebellion 
To be convinced of this, let us take a 
view of its contents. They profeſs in- 
deed the moſt inviolable attachment to 


KING. George, but at the ſame time 


earneſtly 


( 29 } 
earneſtly exhort their brethren not to pay 


the leaſt regard to thoſe in authority un- 
der him; and to inculcate this evangeli- 


cal doctrine, not only to their reſpective 


congregations, but to induce every other 


- 
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ſet (among whom perhaps they may con- 
deſcend to include the Church) to do the 
ſame, they are moſt earneſtly exhorted to 


act with firmneſs and reſolution, and to 


- perſiſt in their oppoſition, and ſolemnly 


aſſured with the ſame confidence as Maho- 
met promiſed paradiſe to his deluded fol- 
lowers, that if they ſhould chance to fall 
in battle, they die in a good cauſe, and 
will certainly g0 to Heaven. Thus theſe 
men, calling themſelves Miniſters of the 


4 Prince 


6 


% 


Prince of Peace, like their predeceſſors of 
old, who ſtrained at a gnat and ſwallowed 
a camel, blow the trumpet of ſedition; 
make no ſcruple of involving their coun- 
try, on account of a pretended grievance, 
in all the horrors of a war; and ſanctify, 
with texts of Scripture, murder, perjury 


and rebellion, which, by their jeſuitical 


caſuiſtry, the people are taught to con- 


ſtrue into Chriſtian virtues. In ſhort, the 


paſtoral letter of this fanatic junto is no 


leſs glaring an inſult on the Church, than 


the decrees of their Continental Congreſs 


are on the State. What indulgence can 
be reaſonably expected from ſuch men, 


by thoſe who ſo widely differ from them, 
Be” both 
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both in their religious and political prin- 
ciples ! It is to be feared, not ſo much as 
a bare toleration would be granted ; for it 
has been truly remarked, and never ought 
to be forgot, that men of this ſtamp, who 
are ſo extremely tender of their own con- 
ſciences, have very little tenderneſs for 
thoſe of other people: But the great 
point in queſtion, we are told, is not 
about religious, but civil Liberty. What 


the Coloniſts mean by this term is too 
well known and felt to need an explana- 
tion. It has indeed been objected to their 


new ſyſtem of politicks, that in every 
well-ordered ſtate there muſt be a ſupreme 
authority reſiding in one or more perſons, 


according 


5 


according to its different form of governF-r 


ment; and that the people are bound both 
by duty and intereſt to ſubmit to ſuch 
laws as it enacts for the good of the whole 
community; conſequently as the ſupreme ö 


authority of the Britiſh Empire reſides in 


the concurrent acts of King, Lords, 
and Commons, no part of this. empire, 
how remote ſoever from the ſeat of Go- 
vernment, has any right to excluſive pri- 
vileges, inconſiſtent with legal freedom, 


and the ſpirit of our conſtitution, and 


_- 


which the reſt of their fellow- ſubjects are 


utter ſtrangers to. True it is, that whilſt *' 1 
. | * 8 | : * 
the Americans treated the Parliament D 


with unexampled inſolence and contempt, 


. they 


633 

they ſeem to acknowledge a kind of ſupe= 
rtority in the King, but have now ſuffici- 
ently convinced the world, that they care 
as little for the one as the other. In ſhort, 
if waging war againſt both, and enforcing 
their claims to ſovereign power with fire 
and ſword, be not rebellion, I know not 
what is. Many ſpirited pamphlets have 
been wrote pro and con on the preſent 
ſubject, but none equal to that of Mr. 
Patrick Adams's. In order to bring the 
matter to a ſhort iſſue, he fairly cuts aſun- 
der the Gordian knot, which he cannot 
poſſibly untie, by aſſerting; that the co- 
lonies are no part of the Britiſh Empire, 
and if ever they received any Governor of 
the King's appointment, it was only out 

D of 
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of mere courteſy, and not from any ob- 


ligation ; in fine, that they have a right 


to independency, and owe no more ſub- 


ordination to Great Britain than to the 


Empire of Japan. Surely if Dr. Price de- 


ſerved the freedom of the city in a gold 


box worth fifty guineas for his ingenious 
performance, Mr. Adams deſerves the 
ſame honour in one of at leaſt twice the 
value. Whatever end the former pro- 


poſed to himſelf by venting his republican 


notions on this occaſion certain it is, that 


be could never think of putting an end to 


the preſent conteſt by making a jeſt of St 
Paul's doctrine, that all power ts from 
God, and aſcribing it wholly to the people, 
who have, according to him, an undoubt- 

ed 


1 
a” 
3 


1 

ed right to give and reſume it whenever 
they pleaſe. A moſt excellent expedient 
this, it muſt be owned, to prevent li- 
centiouſneſs, and for reſtoring peace and 
good order to the diſtracted colonies? As 
to the latter, he comes to the main point 
at once, by adviſing his countrymen to 
accept no terms of reconciliation; this, 
fays he, would be our ruin; and ſo far 
he is in the right, as nothing could be 
more fatal to the ſcheme of his party“. 


* This Gentleman, I fear, will be much offend- 
ed at my fo often diſtinguiſhing Great Britain by 
the title of Mother Country, Whether ſhe has any 
claim' to this title, let our annals teſtify ; but fo far 
is he from treating her with the reſpect due to a pa- 
rent, that he wiſhes her deſtruction, and no doubt 
moſt” heartily joins in what has been the favourite 


American toaſt for many years, D-—n to the 


old bitch.” 
D 2 When 
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When we recollect paſt tranſactions, 
and how ſeverely our fore-fathers ſmarted 
under the iron rod of this ſort of people, 
one would think it ſcarce poſſible that ſo 


dangerous a combination, which threat- 


ens ruin to the parent ſtate, ſhould meet 
with a ſingle partizan among us. But 
ſuch is the fatality of the times, that 
the good old cauſe, which ſeemed almoſt 
buried in oblivion, 1s not only revived, 
but appears to have almoſt as many ad- 
vocates here as in America. Nor will 


it be hard to account for this, when we 


conſider how ready the enemies to all 


Kingly Government are to join the tools 
of a diſcontented faction; and that theſe 
are greatly ſtrengthened by a numerous 


body 


11 


body of auxiliaries, who, having no pro- 


perty of their own to loſe, may be com- 


pared to our ſavages on the ſea coaſt, 


who, when a ſhip is in danger of being 
loſt, inſtead of endeavouring to give it 
the leaſt ſuccour, wiſh for nothing ſo 
much as to ſee it driven on ſhore, that 
they may get part of the wreck. Theſe 
three bodies of men are indefatigable in 
ſetting their various engines at work on 
the paſſions of an unthinking people, and 
have been ſo ſucceſsful as to induce them 
to cenſure, in the bittereſt terms, the only 
meaſures that could be taken for ſupport- 
ing legal authority. In fine, they now call 
that arbitrary and cruel which would have 
been deemed juſt and neceſſary under 
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4 
any former adminiſtration; nay, they go 
ſo far as even to applaud and juſtify 
thoſe innumerable acts of felony and 
treaſon, any one of which, a few years 


ago, would have fired every Engliſh 


breaſt with the higheſt indignation. 


There are many thouſands, I doubt 
not, both among our brave ſoldiers and 
ſailors, who deteſt the outrageous pro- 
ceedings of the Americans, and yet, if 
the advocates of theſe rebels are to be 
credited, they all ſhew extreme reluc- 
tance to a ſervice which obliges them, as 
they are told, to fight againſt their own 
countrymen and fellow ſubjects. If this 
be the caſe, which however requires bet- 
ter proof than common fame, which is 


4 generally 
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generally a common lyar, and no other 
cauſe can be aſſigned for their preſent. 
averſion to the ſervice, it may be intirely 
removed by laying before them the fol- 
lowing particulars. There are indeed 
great numbers in America, who not only 
glory in the name of Engliſhmen, but 
really are ſo, that is, firm friends to the 
conſtitution both in Church and State 
but then it ought to r 
that the rebellious party, which exceed 
the Royaliſts beyond all compariſon, are 
ſo far from looking on themſelves as 
fellow ſubjects, that they claim and ex- 
erciſe, like ſovereign princes, an uncon- 
trouled power of diſpoſing of the lives, 
liberties, and properties of every one who 


D 4 dares 


( 49 ) 
dares to oppoſe, or even gainſay their 
lordly edits, With regard to the New 
England . fanatics, we need ſay no more 
of them than that their having com- 
menced the rebellion, and taken ſuch 
pains to induce the other colonies to ſet 
the King and Parliament at defiance, and 
to carry on open war againſt the Parent 
State, are ſufficient proots how little they 
deſerve the name of fellow- ſubjects or 
countrymen. As to the Papiſts who are 
exceedingly numerous in Pennſylvania, 
(where public chapels are allowed them 
and far from few in Maryland, can It be 
thought ſtrange that men, who ſo ardent- 
ly wiſh for a revolution both in religion 
and politics, ſhould contribute their 


2 whole 
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whole ſtrength to promote a change from 


which they may reaſonably expect the 
greateſt advantages ? That they do their 


” utmoſt to foment the preſent rebellion 
can ſcarce be doubted, and ſhould even 
their prieſts join the rebels, as many in- 


dependent preachers have done, it would 


? be no more than what their predeceſſors 
did in Cromwell's army, where ſeveral 
of their bodies were found amongſt the 
a ſlain, as a contemporary French author 
* aſſures us. Perhaps it may ſeem too inde- 
T licate to mention our tranſported felons ; 
yet I think they may fairly be added to 
the number: for as it can hardly be ſup- 
poſed that ſuch ſort of men are ſuddenly 
grown honeſt by tranſplanting, or would 


* 
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Pay more reverence to the laws of their 


country in America than they did in Eng- 


land, eſpecially when they are well paid 


for breaking them, ſo we may conclude, 
without breach of charity, that ſuch as 
compoſed the Continental Congreſs would 
make little ſcruple of inliſting them. 
T might add to theſe the barbarous Indi- 
ans, who have been very uſeful in for 
warding the good cauſe. 

But thoſe I ſhall chiefly take notice of 
at preſent are a, moſt formidable body of 


Europeans, who do not fo much as pre- 


tend to the name of Engliſhmen; I mean 


the vaſt number of foreigners ſettled in 
moſt of our colonies : In that of Pennſyl- 


vania alone are ſuppoſed to be upwards 
of 
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of an hundred and fifty thouſand ſouls, 
from various parts of Germany and 
other countries, who, by herding together, 
and retaining their own cuſtoms and 


manners, continue a diſtinct people, and 


our unaccountable policy has not a little 


contributed, by permitting them to print 


papers in their own language, a liberty 
this which would not have been ſuffered 


by any other nation upon earth but ours! 


The two Jerſies ſwarm with the ſame ſort 
of people who poffeſs the moſt valuable 


> plantations and rich copper mines. The 


Dutch equally ſwarm in New York, 
eſpecially 1n the city cf Albany, and the 
55 back 


are ever likely to remain ſo; to which 


ſeditious hbels and inflammatory news- 
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back ſettlements, where they are capable 
of doing us great miſchief with the In- 


dian tribes, and actually did fo in the 


two preceding wars, if any credit 1s to be 
given to Lieutenant Colonel Colden 
who, in his hiſtory of the. Iroquois or 
Five Nations, charges them with having 
inſtigated thoſe ſavages to rob, ſcalp, and 
murder the Engliſh, Nothing can be 


more notorious than that the chief .men 


among theſe foreigners are now officers 


and generals in the rebel armies; and 
that the inferior claſs, at their inſtigation, 
have taken up arms againſt that very go- 
vernment which ſo generoully gave them 
a comfortable aſylum, and under whoſe 


mild auſpices they enjoyed peace, plen- 
ty, 


(-W- ) 
ty, and freedom, unknown to the coun- 
tries they were forced to abandon. I 
could largely expatiate on this ſubject ; 
but what has been ſaid may ſuffice to 
convince thoſe who are called forth by 
their King and Country to the preſent 
ſervice, what ſort of enemies they have 
to contend with. And for whom are 
they to extend their wonted courage ? 
Is it not to protect the friends of legal 
government from the lawleſs oppreſſion 
and violence of thoſe who aim at its to- 
tal deſtruction, and would leave us nei- 
ther civil nor religious liberty? Is it not, 
in fine, to ſettle the Conſtitution on its 
ancient baſis, to reſtore that ſubordina- 
tion due from ſubjects to their Sovereign 


without 


poſſible that any true Briton ſhould have 


( 46 ) 


without which every Government muſt 


end in anarchy and confuſion? Is it 


a moment's reluctance to hazard his life 
in ſuch a cauſe as this? 

We have already obſerved how ſuc- 
ceſsfully the American rabble and their 


advocates at home have played off the 


old engine, which has been found in all 
ages and countries to work moſt power- 
fully on thoſe of ſtrong paſſions and weak 
intellects, by impiouſly calling on the 
Almighty to patronize thoſe crimes 
againſt which he has denounced the ſe- 


vereſt penalties. The current language 


which our alehouſe politicians have learn- 
ed from ſeditious pamphlets and news- 


papers 
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papers now is, that Divine Providence vi- 


ſibly interpoſes in favour of the Coloniſts. 


How do they make this out? Why truly 


becauſe ſome of our tranſports, ſent out 


with ſupplies for the King's troops, have 


been either wrecked or taken, and others 


driven back by contrary winds, and many 


of our gallant officers, and ſoldiers killed 


by their opponents; conſequently the 
Great Diſpoſer of events has marked us 
out for a pack of reprobates, mere veſſels 
of wrath, fitted for deſtruction; and 


looks upon them as a choſen race; the 


ſole objects worthy of his care and pro- 
tection. So that, according to this way 


of reaſoning, we are always to judge of 
the goodneſs. or badneſs of a- cauſe by 
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its temporary ſucceſs; and when an in- 
nocent man is robbed and ' murdered, we 
are to rank him among the reprobates, 


and the thief and murderer among the 
ele, becauſe he gets off ſafe with his 
plunder, and for a time he eſcapes the 
gallows, yet after all the lofty encomi- 
ums we have heard of their piety for- 
ſooth, and the ſpotleſs purity of their 
manners, and are ſo frequently re- 
proached with the profligacy of ours, it 
will, 1 am pretty confident, appear, on 
a {light ſcrutiny, that both we, and thoſe 
on the other ſide the Atlantic, have ſins 
enough to anſwer for; and when both 
are weighed in Heaven's impartial ba- 


lance, that theirs will greatly preponde- 


rate 


(49) 
rate, eſpecially when hypocriſy and in- 
gratitude, perjury, and rebellion, are 
thrown into the ſcale. Great ſtreſs is 
laid on their faſting and praying; but 
what do they faſt and pray for ? That 
God would connive at the flagrant breach 
of their oaths of allegiance ; that he 
would render thoſe arms victorious which 
they have taken up in defiance of his 


ſacred laws as well as thoſe of their 


country, and be graciouſly pleaſed to 


turn thoſe curſes on the Royaliſts, which 


they had once ſo ſolemnly imprecated on 


their own heads. This puts me in mind 


of a notorious ruffian in Spain, who al- 
ways repeated ſuch a number of Pater- 


noſters and Avemarias, before he un- 


E dertook 


= 


dertook his works of darkneſs, and pro- 
miſed the bleſſed Lady to pay for ſo 


many maſſes, if ſhe would be ſo good 
as to bleſs his honeſt endeavours. 
Every ſerious Chriſtian, it muſt be 


acknowledged, ſees and laments the ra- 


pid progreſs which vice and profaneneſs 


make among us. But whence ſhall we 


trace this poiſonous ſource from which ſo 


many infected ſtreams have flowed? 
Has it not been juſtly remarked that the 
immoralities and impieties which cried 
10 loud in the laſt age were in great mea- 
ſure owing to the numberleſs villainies 


which had been perpetrated under the 


cloak of Religion? And may we not with 


equal juſtice aſcribe the preſent rebellion 


10 


* 


to the ſame wicked artifices ? Our mo- 
dern patriots have frequently told us, 
with an air of triumph, of the American 
faſting and praying, and bitterly re- 
proach the miniſtry with not having fol- 
lowed their example; but when a day 

of public humiliation was appointed by &© - 
authority, it became the ſubject of their 
mockery. The rebels; it ſeems, were 
beforehand with us, and took the Al- 
mighty by ſurpriſe, as Jacob did his 


aged father : they have got the bleffing, 


and all our faſting and praying will ne- 


ver get it back again. I believe it would 
be hard to aſlign a reaſon why the mere 
external acts of religion ſhould enable 
the New England ſaints, who, like the 
E 2 Phariſees, 


. 
Phariſees of old, are always ſaying, God we 
thank thee, we are not like other men, ſhould 
be more enabled to take Heaven by ſtorm 
than the ſinners of Old England, who 
honeſtly confeſs their faults, and do not 
pretend to be better than they are. Let 
any unprejudiced reader look into their 
prayers and fermons, and compare them 
with the late form enjoined here by autho- 
rity, and then judge which of the two 
has moſt reaſon to hope that God will 
at length interpoſe in their favour. | Re- 
ligious impoſters, who of all others are 
beſt qualified to- deceive the unthinking 
rabble, are often found to deceive chan 
ſelves. Thoſe rebels indeed, through 
the 
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the artful management of their leaders 
have ſhaken the Britiſh Empire, and 
hitherto fruſtrated our efforts to bring 
them to a ſenſe of their duty, But does 
it hence follow, that Heaven will al- 
ways permit them to do ſo? The very 
ſucceſſes at which they are now fo elate 


may only ſerve to infatuate their coun- 


cils, and harden their hearts againſt 


conviction ; and wikether they gain or 
loſe their grand point, which is to over- 
turn the conſtitution, and eſtabliſh a re- 
public on its ruins, it may be truly pre- 
dicted, that children yet unborn will 
have reaſon to curſe the authors of their 
calamities. All the Southern colonies 


now begin to perceive how groſsly they 
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have been impoſed upon by the moſt art- 


ful hypocrites upon earth ; how vainly 
they flattered themſelves with the hopes 
of becoming ſo many independent ſtates, 
and that, in all human probability, they 
muſt intirely depend on New Englang, 
whoſe Delegates bear the chief ſway in 
the Continental Congreſs, and haye 
wheedled or bullied the others into their 
own violent meaſures ; in a word, that 
they have only been made a cat's paw 
to eftabliſh the moſt inſupportable ty- 
ranny, which perhaps they may attempt 
to 8 off when it is too late. None 
have ſo ſeverely felt what it is to be un- 
der the dominion of Republicans as the 
people of New York, which is almoſt 

1 wholly 


FE” dB ed 


„ 
wholly devoured by thoſe locuſts who 


live at diſcretion on the labours of the 
wretched huſbandmen. All the other once.. 
- flouriſhing colonies, as we before obſerv- 
ed, have been equally deluded by the in- 
ſidious arts of thoſe deep deſigning hypo- 
crites, and feel the general calamities of 
civil war, to which their preachers have 
not a little contributed, by whoſe ſediti- 
tious harangues and impious perverſion 
both of law and goſpel, the populace 
have been ſo far infatuated as to make a 
voluntary ſacrifice of every thing that 
can render liberty worth contending for, 
and after long graſping at the ſhadow, 
whilſt they are loſing the ſubſtance, are 

E 4 now 


. 


now convinced, by woful experience, 


that the little finger of a Continental 


Congreſs is infinitely more heavy and 


grievous than the loins of a Britiſh 


Parliament. 
It is one of the moſt favourite maxims 


of thoſe proud, ſour Republicans, that 


dominion is founded on grace, and con- 


ſequently, as they have more grace than 


any other people, if you will take their 


own word for it, they have an undoubt- 


ed right to ſeize on the poſſeſſions of the 
wicked, that is, of all ſuch who will not 
join the party ; nor need we inform the 
public that it has been always 2 cuſtom 
with that ſtiff- necked race of mortals, to 
apply to themſelves every paſſage of 


ſcripture, 
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ſcripture, concerning the wars between 
the Iſraelites and Canaanites, however 
forced or foreign to the purpoſe ; and 
thereby to ſanctify the moſt enor- 


mous crimes: by which means they have 


ſeldom failed of working up their de- 
luded followers to an enthuſiaſtic fury. 
Among innumerable inſtances which 
might be produced, I ſhall juſt mention 
the Rev. Dr. Mahew, Who, in the true ſpi- 
rit of Knipperdollin, or John of Leyden, 
could handle a rifle gun full as well as 
a text of Holy Writ; and having, by help 
of the latter, taught his congregation the 
lawfulneſs of perjury and rebellion, ſhot, 
by that of the former, one of the King's 
officers, from the window of a meeting- 


houſe, 
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( 
houſe, where he had been declaiming- 
What influence both his precepts and 
example have had on the Coloniſts is too 


well known to need a repetition. The 


bleſſed times are now come about again, 


when thoſe preemus praying ones (as Dr. 
Mather ſtyles them,) to whom the Al- 


mighty can refuſe nothing, are to bind 


kings in chains and nobles in links of 
iron; and none but the Saints, that is, 
their own dear ſelves, are to reign upon 
earth. Such is the language of our mo- 
dern zealots both in America and Eng- 
land, wherein they perfectly reſemble 
their forefathers, who had the art of 


forcing their ſacred oracles to contradict 


themſelves, and turning the curſes de- 


nounced 


659) 


nounced againſt rebellion into as many 


pc ſitive commands to take up arms againſt 
their lawful ſovereign. Much indeed has 
been ſaid of their political and religious 
enthuſiaſm; nor can it be denied that 
ſome well-meaning perſons may be inſen- 
ably drawn into both, and ſo far deſerve 
our pity, as they think they are in the 
right; but neither of theſe pretences can 
avail in the preſent conteſt, ſince it is no- 
torious to the whole world that they are 
actuated by no other motive but an unbri- 
dled luſt for dominion. I ſhall dwell no 
longer on this diſagreeable ſubject, except 
juſt to obſerve, that a Spaniſh inquiſition 
-18 not more to be dreaded than the go- 


- vernment 
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vernment of Fanaticks; and when we 
pray againſt plague, peſtilence, and fa- 
mine, no nation upon earth has more 
reaſon to add, From military Preachers 
good Lord deliver us! 

<4 Notwithſtanding 'all their pretended 
confidence in the divine aſſiſtance, they 
now appear in their real colours, when 
they find it no longer neceſſary to play 
the hypocrite, and have given us the 
moſt inconteſtible proof that they truſt 
more to carnal than ſpiritual weapons; 
as if all their preaching, faſting, and 
praying, were inſignificant without good 
ſtore of artillery, gunpowder, &c. nor 


is their own arm of fleſh deemed ſuffi- 


cient 
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cient without recurring to that of fo- 
reigners. Certain it is, that the French» 
Dutch, and Danes, whoſe ſugar iſlands 
are ſupplied from our colonies with pro- 
viſions and lumber, which they now feel 
the want of, will give them all the aſ- 
ſiſtance in their power: it is their inte- 
reſt ſo to do, and to render them inde- 
pendent of Great Britain, whoſe exten- 
ſive commerce and power have long been 
the objects of their envy, However, 
thoſe nations who, contrary to the faith 
of treaties, foment the preſent rebellion, 
ought to reflect that if our Coloniſts are 
already ſo formidable, that the united 
force of Europe could not ſubdue them, 


as 
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as their leaders and partizans here boaſt, 
they muſt become ſtill more formidable. 
by foreign aſſiſtance, and ſoon grow ter- 
rible to their good friends and allies j 
and though other powers may have little 
to apprehend from ſuch invincible he- 

roes, the Spaniards I am ſure, whatever 
temporary advantages they may reap 
from our inteſtine diviſions, will have 
reaſon to tremble for their gold and ſilver 
mines: they cannot be inſenſible that 
their own Coloniſts have infinitely more 
cauſe to be diſcontented than ours; and 
that the wretched Indians, who have ſo 
long groaned under their iron yoke, ar- 


dently wiſh for new maſters. 


What 
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What has hitherto greatly conduced 
to keep up the ſpirit of oppoſition in our 
colonies, is the great diſtance they are 
from the Parent State, which rendered 
them leſs liable to its immediate reſent- 
ment. They knew full well that every 
advantage was on their ſide, and every 
diſadvantage on ours: their petitions and 
remonſtrances were only to gain time, 
in order to concert their meaſures and to 
collect their forces. Notwithſtanding 

7 they put on ſuch airs of ſanctity, they 
1 did not forget the old ſaying, procul a 
Jove procul a fulmine ; and to ſhew how 
perfectly the meaning of this expreſſion 
ſquared with their ideas, acted as if the 


Sovereign 


( 64 ) 
Sovereign of the Univerſe knew not what 


they were doing, or at leaſt as if they 


thought themſelves as much out of his 
reach as out of that of his Vicegerent, 
But there is ſomething ſtill more 
alarming, when we ſee the conflagration 
which has laid ſo many of the diſtant 
houſes in aſhes, not only haſtening to- 
wards us with rapid pace, but actually 
at our own doors. It is not the diſtance 
of our colonies from the mother country, 
nor the ſuccours they have already re- 
ceived from foreign powers (which are 
no doubt very conſiderable), or what they 
ſtill expect, which have ſo much excited 


their unparalleled inſolence, as the great 


4 encourage» 


( 63 } 
encouragement they meet with from the 
enemies of government at home, who 
ſtick at nothing to keep up the ſpirit of 
diſaffection. They take all poſſible ad- 
vantage of our national diſtreſſes, as 
well knowing how vaſt a debt we are 
burthened with, great part of which 
was contracted in ſupport of the Ameri- 
cans, and what a general diſcontent and 
murmuring the neceſſity of increaſing it 
has raiſed, Hence they flatter them- 
ſelves with the hopes of ſeeing all law- 
ful authority as much trampled upon 
here as among that ungrateful people, 

I am ſenſible it will be labour loſt to 
attempt convincing thoſe who are Re- 
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publicans from principle: the very name 
of King, how mild and equitable ſoever, 
is their mortal averſion; for though they 
lately talked in ſuch high ſtrains of the 
glorious Revolution, as the Coloniſts did 
when it ſerved the preſent turn, yet we 
now find by their avowed and haughty 
claim to abſolute independency, which af- 
fords matter of triumph to their partizans 
at home, that both regard the Houſe of 
Brunſwick as little as they do that of 
Stuart; in fine, that both join heart and 
hand with Hugh Peters, who aſſerted 
from the pulpit, without mincing the 
matter, that the Kingly Office was not 
only uſeleſs, but dangerous; and there- 


fore 
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fore ought to be utterly aboliſhed. And 
what, after all, would theſe patriots ſub- 
Kitute in its room? A Commonwealth for- 
ſooth ! which, after numberleſs changes, 
would certainly end, as the laſt did, in 
the abſolute tyranny of one man, though 
perhaps under a different title, As to 
the multitude who have been deluded 
by the fallacious pretences under which 
the dark deligns of their leaders have 
been cloaked, though at preſent inca- 
pable of cool reflection, yet when they 
feel the ruinous conſequences of having 
zoined ſuch men, whoſe grand ſcheme 
was kept a profound ſecret, except to a 
few of their own party, their eyes will 
F 2 be 
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( 68 ) 
be opened. 'That they ſhould have been 
miſled, as the bulk of mankind have 
been in all ages, by the ſpecious names 
of Liberty and Patriotiſm, is little to be 
wondered at; but what can be more 
aſtoniſhing than that any among our | 
nobility and gentry, who can ſcarce be 
ſuppoſed ignorant of the hiſtory of their 
own country, ſhould be carried away 
with the torrent ? To what purpoſe is 
hiſtory written or read ? Is it not that we 
may form a judgment of future events 
by the paſt, and be thereby enabled to 
| ſhun thoſe rocks which our forefathers 
have ſplit on? Is it poſſible they can 
have ſo ſoon forgot the Grand Rebellion 


in 
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in the laſt age, which, however juſti- 
fied and applauded by ſome, will for ever 
diſgrace the Britiſh annals ? Have they 
forgot the proceedings of the Rump- 
Parliament, when the king was murder- 
ed, the Houſe of Lords voted uſeleſs, and 
thoſe of the higheſt rank and ampleſt 
fortune were ſummoned before the dregs 
of the people; forced to attend cap in 
hand; ſtigmatiſed by the name of Ma- 
lignants, (as every loyal ſubject in Ame- 
rica now is by the odious name of Tory} 
and after being expoſed to a thouſand 
inſults, condemned to pay exorbitant 
fines, on pain of military execution ? 


With regard to the church, little need be 
F 3 ſaid : 
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faid : let Walker's Hiſtory of the Suf. 
ferings of the Clergy teſtify how they 
were treated: ſuffice it juſt to intimate, 


that they were all turned out of their li- 
vings, and if not immediately knocked 


on the head, as ſome have been by the 
Coloniſts, left to ſtarve, as they now are 


in America, where the ſame ſacrileges, 


the ſame cruelties have been committed, 


and are ſtill perpetrating with all the 
rage peculiar to fanatics, We have 
once tried the axveriment, and too well 
know what is to be expected from Try- 
ers, Commutree-men and Sequeſtrators, 
Anabaptiſts, Browniſts, Fifth Monarchy- 
men, and Levellers; it therefore highly 


imports 


1 


imports thoſe who have honour or pro- 
perty to loſe, to be upon their guard, 
and unite in defeating the pernicious de- 


ſigns of thoſe who would ſtrip them of 
both. 


Plauſible falſchoods, maliciouſly pro- 
pagated to raiſe a general diſſaffection to 
government, ſeditious combinations and 
privy conſpiracies at home, are more to 
be dreaded than open rebellion abroad. 
Nothing would ſo ſoon open the eyes of 
our deluded Coloniſts as to find, that 
many of their warmeſt advocates here 
begin to be undeceived, and that no far- 
ther countenance or ſupport is to be ex- 


pected from this quarter, How unjuſtly 
m_ 9 do 
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1 
do our merchants, manufacturers, and 
ſhopkeepers inveigh againſt the miniſtry 
at the ſtagnation of trade, and complain 
that the burthens impoſed on them be- 
come daily more heavy the leſs able they 
are to Las them, when they themſelves 
take ſuch indefatigable pains to diſap- 
point every plan that human prudence 
can ſuggeſt for reſtoring it to its old 
channel ! Let them lay aſide their party 
feuds, and ' convince the world how 
hearty they are in ſupporting the royal 
prerogative and the dignity of the great 
council of the nation. Their burthens 
will thn grow lighter of courſe, rebel- 


lion wi loſe its main ſupport, trade may 


again 


* 
again flouriſh, and peace and harmony 
be reſtored. What could have more 
animated the Coloniſts to per ſiſt in their 
obſtinacy than the reward lately beſtow- 
ed on a public incendiary, who has done 
more miſchief by his writings than the 
miſcreant lately convicted and executed 
of having ſet Portſmouth dock on fire ? 
Had this great commercial city, inſtead 
of thus proſtituting their wealth and 
honours, followed the example of their 
predeceſſors, by addreſſing the King 
with an offer of their lives and fortunes 
to cruſh the preſent rebellion, the Ga- 
zette would not have been ſo crowded 
with bankruptcies, nor ſo many flou- 


riſhing 
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6 
riſhing houſes been ruined by the faith- 
leſs Americans, who having firſt acted 
like cheats by fraudulently detaining 
their property on ſhore, now openly rob 
and plunder them like thieves and pi- 
rates, of the remainder at ſea, 

It muſt now appear to every one who 
is not wilfully blind, that the great point 
in queſtion between us and the Ame- 
ricans, is not about the right of taxation, 
legal liberty, or ſecurity of property; 
but whether they ſhall be ſubjects, or 
lords and maſters ; af which the inflam- 
matory ſermons of their preachers, print- 
ed before the Continental Congreſs exiſt- 
ed, are inconteſtible proofs; for although 

that 


1 
that junto of rebels, even whilſt they were 


exerciſing ſovereign power in their own 
names, pretended an inviolable attach- 
ment to the King, yet at that very time 


they were forming foreign alliances, and 


taking every villainous method to per- 
petrate by deſperate enthuſiaſts here 
what they could not do by force of arms 
at home. It is much to be doubted 
whether their High Mightineſſes the 
States General of the United Colonies, 
will ever think it for their intereſt to re- 
turn to their duty; yet this I may ven- 
ture to affirm, without pretending to any 
extraordinary penetration into futurity, 


that no laſting peace is ever to be ex- 
2 pected 
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pected till the government of New Eng- 


land is put on the ſame conſtitutional foot- 
ing with the other Colonies, and totally 
diveſted of the power they have ſo long 
uſurped ; for ſhould that refractory peo- 
ple be induced either by force or fear to 
acknowledge a ſubordination due to the 
parent ſtate, yet whilſt they are ſuffered 
to domineer, as they have hitherto done, 
over the liberty, property, and conſci- 
ence of others, and to pay no regard to 
any laws but thoſe of their own making, 
the ſeeds of rebellion will certainly ſoon 
ſprout up again on the firſt favourable 
opportunity, and the fore which was 
only ſkinned over for the preſent, will 
break out into an incurable gangrene. 


2 I moſt 
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I moſt ſincerely wiſh that what I have 
here ſaid may not meet with the ſame 
treatment as the prophecies of Caſſandra, 
whoſe fate it was, according to the Ro- 
man poet, always to predict the truth, 
and yet never to be believed till it was 
too late. It muſt be owned we have ſuf- 
ficient reaſon to be alarmed at the gloomy 
proſpect before us; and the very thought 
of ſo vaſt a part of the Britiſh Empire 
being for ever ſeparated from it, muſt 
fill every true patriot with the moſt me- 
lancholy apprehenſions, eſpecially when 
he reflects what great advantages this 
nation may be deprived of by the loſs of 
its Colonies, but alſo what miſchief they 


may 
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may do us, perhaps much more than all 
our foreign enemies joined together; 
yet ſince things may take a turn very 
different from the ſanguine expectations 
of thoſe who delight to fiſh in troubled 
waters, and would, if poſſible, render a 
reconciliation impracticable, why ſhould 
we diſtract our minds with ſad preſages 
of what may never happen? Of this I 
am confident, that if the armament ſent 
out laſt year had been ſuſpended, ag 
many aſſert it ought to have been, the 
Coloniſts would have aſcribed it more to 
timidity than to humanity, and conſes 
quently grow more inſolent and daring z 
nor is it improbable that they would have 

inſiſted 
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1 
inſiſted on his Majeſty's ſigning a carte 
blanche, and accept of no terms but of 
their own impoſing, We now find that 
nothing but abſolute independency will 


anſwer the purpoſe of their leaders, and 
if they condeſcend to treat with us at all, 


it muſt be as with ſo many ſovereign 
princes. Too many among us look on 
our giving up this point, humiliating as 
it may ſeem, to be of little conſequence, 
and make no ſcruple to aſſert, that if they 
ſuffer us to trade with them on the ſame 
footing with other foreigners, it is all we 
can reaſonably expect. It is to be hoped 
this nation is not yet fallen ſo low as to 
be forced to ſuch inglorious conditions, 


nor 
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nor can I be eaſily perſuaded, that any 
man who has one ſpark of real patrio- 
tiſm ſtill glowing in his breaſt, will talk 
in this ſtrain, when he reflects that, 
ſhould the Coloniſts eſtabliſh their inde- 
pendency, this kingdom will not long 
preſerve its own. In a word, let us once 
more try every poſſible expedient to con- 
vince the piſguided Americans how 
much they miſtake their own true intts 
reſt in ſetting up for ſovereigns, when 
God and nature deſigned them for ſub- 
jets; that their ſafety and happineſs in- 
tirely depend on a dutiful obedience to 
the ſupreme authority, which every well- 
ordered ſtate muſt be inveſted, with; and 

that 


„ 


that in blindly ſubmitting to their pre- 


tended patriots and champions, they are 
only promoting the ambitious views of 
cunning impoſtors, forging chains for 
themſelves, and intailing ſlavery, with 
all its conſequent horrors, on their lateſt 
poſterity. Should our endeavours prove 
unſucceſsful are we to give up all for 
loſt ? God forbid! Let nothing deter us 
from exerting our whole force to bring 
them to reaſonable terms; and if we are 
not wanting to ourſelves in uſing our 
utmoſt efforts to put an end to ſo unna- 
tural a conteſt, the juſt avenger of perjury 
and rebellion will interpoſe in ſo righte- 
ous a cauſe, and we may ſafely truſt the 
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event to his over-ruling Providence, 
which flilleth the raging of the ſea, and 
the madneſs of the people. 
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POSTSCRIPT. 
AS the late execrable a& of John the 
Painter has juſtly alarmed every well 
wiſher to his country, and the ring- 


leaders of the American rebellion appear 


to have had a cloſer connection with him 


than many ſeem willing to believe, it 
may not be foreign to our preſent ſub- 
joct to ſubjoin a few brief remarks on 


the character, trial, and execution of 


this deſperate incendiary. We are told 


by a letter writer in one of our periodi- 


cal 
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cal papers, that, notwithſtanding the 
uncommon degree of philoſophical pa- 
tience he is poſſeſſed of, he could not 
but admire the very active part Admi- 
niſtration had taken in this affair. It is 
hard to ſay what has occaſioned this 
gentleman's admiration; but he would 
have had much more reaſon to wonder, as 
I am inclined to think, had the Miniſtry 
taken a leſs active part than they have 
done. In order to exculpate the Rebels, 
this writer adds, with a dogmatical pert- 
neſs, that the report of John the Paint- 


er's having been employed by Mr. Silas 


Han for a pecuniary reward, or by any 


other perſon out of this iſland, is ſo ob- 


G 2 viouſly 
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viouſly inconſiſtent with reaſon, proof, 
or any other argument which has been 
_ adduced, that I am not at all ſurpriſed 
our State Wiſe-acres are ſo evidently 
concerned in this political maneuvre, 
So then we mult take it for granted, that 
the ſeditious harangues he had heard 
from the pulpit, and the openly avowed 
treaſonable practices conſequent thereon, 
during his three years abode in America, 
had made no impreſſion on a mind ſo 
well diſpoſed for miſchief; that Mr. Dean 
and Dr. Franklin had made a voyage 
to Paris with no other view but to bring 
about a reconciliation, and that the 
Painter had croſſed the Atlantic with the 


ſame 


3 


ſame pacific intentions, offered them his 
ſervice, which they readily accepted, and 
were ſo far from giving him the leaſt 
encouragement to attempt any thing to 
the prejudice of the Mother Country, 
that they had nothing ſo much at heart. 
as to promote its welfare and proſperity. 
Credat Fudæus Apella, IT own it is not 
impoſſible that the diabolical plan he 
carried into execution might have origi- 
nated from himſelf: his gloomy turn 
and natural malignity of heart may caſi- 
ly account for it. But when we reflect 
how deeply he had imbibed the princi- 
ples on which the Congreſs and their 


adherents acted, how warmly he had 
G 3 eſpouſed 


( 86 ) 
eſpouſed their cauſe, and what reward he 
expected from its ſucceſs, the myſtery 
is cleared up. Let us ſuppoſe for a mo- 
ment what ſeems very improbable, that 
he had not communicated his wicked 
deſigns to any particular perſon in Ame- 
rica, where he found ſo many thouſands 
of his own way of thinking, yet as he 
knew how  implacable a rancour they 
bore to the Mother Country, that no 
kind of villainy was {tuck at which might 
ſerve to eſtabliſh their independeney, and 
that nothing would more conduce to this 
favourite point than ſetting the Roya 
dock- yards on fire, and thereby expoſing 
this nation to the depredations of its in- 


veterate 


6 87) 
inveterate enemies; this I conceive may 
be fairly conſtrued into all the encou- 
ragement that ſo apt a ſcholar could with 
for, and amounts to much the ſame thing 
as if Meſſrs. Hancock and Adams, or 
Meſſrs. Dean and Franklin, who were 
{ent as plenipotentiaries from the Con- 
greſs, had formed the plan themſelves, 
and given him written inſtructions how 
to carry it into — It evidently 
appears, from the Painter's own con- 
feſſion, that they were no ſtrangers to 
his deſign, and very far from diſap- 
proving it. In a word, this man may 
in many reſpects be truly compared to 


Ravillac, who. murdered Henry the 
64 Fourth 


3 


Fourth of France: this wretch, when 
put to the torture, conſtantly declared 
that no one had expreſsly induced him 
to perpetrate the horrid act, but acknow- 
ledged at the ſame time, that the fre- 
quent lectures he had heard from the 
Jeſuits, concerning the lawfulneſs of 
king-killing in certain caſes, of which 
they were to be the ſole judges, had 
prompted him to it; and as thoſe Reve- 
rend Fathers did not forget to inſinuate 
what glory would be acquired both in 
this and the next world by ſuch an un- 
dertaking, it can ſcarce be doubted that 
he greedily ſwallowed the bait, in hopes 
of having his name inrolled in their mar- 


tyrology. 


6 39 } 
tyrology. The inference to be drawn 
from this example is, that the doctrine 
and practice of Papiſts and modern fa- 
natics, with reſpect to perjury, aſſaſſi- 
nation, treaſonable plots, and open re- 
bellion, are the very ſame; and the ſub- 
jet we are now upon ſufficiently con- 
firms the truth of this remark. In a 
word, our Painter appears to have had 
an equal mixture of the madman, the 
enthuſiaſt, and the villain; and if we 
look into the hiſtory of Ergtratus, who 
ſet the magnificent temple of Diana on 
fire for no other reaſon but to be talked 
of ; that of Cataline, who had formed 


a plan to murder the Roman ſenate in 


order 
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order to acquire wealth and power; and 
of Guy Vaux, who had reſolved to blow 
up himſelf and the Britiſh Parliament 
with gunpowder, to promote the Ca- 
tholic cauſe; we ſhall find the Girona 
traces of each of their characters in our 
modes incendiary, Certain it is, that 
his inſtigators could not have found 
another man upon earth fitter for their 
purpoſe. This cannot be thought too 
ſevere a cenſure on the upſtart Lords of 
the Congreſs and their numerous abet- 
tors, both on this and the other ſide the 
Atlantic. Thoſe impious hypocrites 
had tried every artifice to deceive the 
King and his Miniſtry, by their humble 


petitions 3 
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petitions ; but this ſtratagem failing, 
they tried again their old ſtale trick of 
faſting and praying, which had proved 
ſo ſucceſsful on former occaſions ; but 
finding that Heaven could not thus be 
wheedled, their laſt reſource. was that 
mentioned by Virgil. Flectere ſi ne- 
' queo Superos, Acheronta movebo ;”—* If 
we cannot prevail upon heaven, we will 
apply to hell.“ For ſurely the project of 
ſetting the Rope-houſe on fire could 
have been ſuggeſted by none but infernal 
ſpirits, nor can it be doubted that thoſe 
who have ſo greatly contributed to our 


national diſtreſſes, would have rejoiced 


to 


( N ) 
to ſee every dock-yard in the kingdom 


and the whole Royal Navy reduced to 


aſhes. 

Many objections are ſtarted againſt 
the evidence produced on the Painter's 
trial, but we think with as little candour 
and judgment as thoſe above animad- 
verted on. We are told that the depo- 
ſition of Baldwin, which conſiſts chiefly 
of a confeſhon ſaid to be delivered in 
confidence, is fraught with ſo palpable 
4 ſhare of premeditated fraud and ſelf- 
concerted artifice, that no prejudice but 
wilful and mercenary bias can withſtand 
the conviction. So then, according to 


this notable way of reaſoning, when a 


4 villain 


„ 
villain has formed the blackeſt deſign 
which ever entered into the heart of man, 
no ſtratagem is to be uſed in order to 
come at the truth, and thereby ſave a 
whole nation from ruin, a nation, I ſay, 
where the laws do not permit a confeſſion 
to be extorted by racks, as in every other 
country. The Painter no doubt looked 
on Baldwin as one after his own heart, 
and Baldwin acted perfectly right in the 
methods he took to gain- his confidence. 
It is of little conſequence by whom Bald- 
win was employed to diſcover ſo helliſh 
a plot; and as to the reſt, a very ſhort 
anſwer may ſuffice, The Painter's con- 


* 


feſſion was not only voluntary, but con- 
firmed 
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firmed in almoſt every material point by 
a great number of credible witneſles, 


and not contradicted by any ſingle one, 


who could not poſſibly have combined 


together in ſuch a variety of concurring 
circumſtances at ſo many different times 
and in ſo many diſtant places. This ex- 
ceeds the utmoſt human ſubtilty, and 
removes every ground of ſuſpicion. 
The Painter no doubt has told a great 
deal of truth; yet it may be fairly con- 
cluded from ſome dark hints he dropped, 


that he did not tell the whole truth, and 


had ſome reaſons, beſt known. to himſelf, 


for concealing ſeveral particulars highly 


intereſting to the public. What he ſaid 


to 


© tg 


to Mr. Gambier. as he was carrying 
to execution is no more than what a 
French writer had ſaid many years fince, 
in the account of his tour through Eng- 
land, viz. that nothing could be more 
aſtoniſhing than the little vigilance he 
obſerved in our dock-yards, which were 
left ſo unguarded, particularly that of 
Plymouth, that any evil-minded perſon 
had all the opportunity he could wiſh of 


ſetting them on fire.” The reflection 


which naturally occurs here is, that 
nothing can be more lamentable than 
that any officer, intruſted with ſo impor- 
tant a charge, ſhould ſtand in need of 
ſuch a caution from a Britiſh ſubject juſt 


2 going 


( 
going to be hanged for taking ſo wicked 


an advantage of our indolence and ſu- 
pineneſs. 

I T ſhall conclude with addreſſing the 
advocates for the preſent rebellion in the 
words of another late writer: What 
probability is there that a new conſti- 
tution in America will equal the Britiſh 
in favour of liberty ?” If we conſider 
- how much the innovators of Government 


muſt ſacrifice to their own ſafety, we 


cannot expect that their new conſtitution 
will be favourable to liberty. Fact has 
ſtrongly confirmed this obſervation; 
for never did the earth bear a more ar- 
bitrary body of legiſlators than the Con- 
greſs. 


69 | 
greſs, Religion and liberty have ſuf. 


fered their deepeſt wounds from thoſe 
who pretended to be their greateſt friends, 
According to Mr. Hume's philoſophy, 
victory in America will give the miniſtry 
ſuch power that they will ſubvert the 
Britiſh Conſtitution, and therefore it is 
the duty of every one to oppoſe govern- 
ment and clog its operations, that they 
may not be victorious, or make a bad 
uſe of their victory: conſequently John 
the Painter is the greateſt patriot of the 
age: and thoſe who petitioned the king 
not to paſs an act for the puniſhment of 
rebels, acted every way conſiſtent with 
the wiſdom that gave a gold box, and 

* | the 


( 98 ) 
the freedom of their city to a man who 
told them, that there were half a million 
of fighting men in America determined 
to oppoſe with fire and ſword the Britiſh 
Legiſlature. I ſhall only add one word 


of advice to this Reverend Divine, to 
wit, that he would do well to employ 


more of his time in preaching the goſpel 
than in iwaking calculations to let the 
world know that we are on the verge of 
a national bankruptcy, expoſing our 
weakneſs to foreigners, whilſt he mag- 
nifies the ſtrength of the Americans ; and 
in fine doing his utmoſt to break the 
peoples ſpirits and ſpread univerſal diſ- 
affection at home, whilſt the whole force 


of 


(99) 
of his rhetoric and ſophiſtry is exerted to 
encourage rebellion abroad, If our co- 
lonies are irrecoverably diſmembered 
from the Britiſh Empire, as he prognoſ- 
ticates and ſeems to wiſh, his labours 
have not a little contributed to the loſs; 
for though he cannot fight for rebels, 
yet he can write for them. And after 
all, what will he gate 


government? May not he himſelf live 


*-::2ange of 


to feel the effects of his own levelling 
principles ? Whea the rabble are let looſe 
from all reſtraint, and commit the great- 
eſt outrages, they do no more than aſſert 
their natural rights; and in the general 
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plunder may they not ſeize on his gold 


box, with this mortifying circumſtance, 
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by 


tit may not be in the city's power to 
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